In the structure of the title compound, [PdCl 2 (C 5 H 5 N) 2 ], the Pd II atom is located on an inversion centre and the pyridine rings are coplanar. There is intermolecular -stacking between the pyridyl rings, with a centroid-to-centroid separation of 3.916 (1) Å . The structure is a new polymorph of two previously determined structures [Viossat, Dung & Robert (1993) . Acta Cryst. C49, 84-85; Liao & Lee (2006) . Acta Cryst. E62, m680-m681].
Related literature
For the other two polymorphs of the title compound, see: Viossat et al. (1993) ; Liao & Lee (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data [PdCl 2 (C 5 (Viossat et al., 1993; Liao & Lee, 2006) . The polymorphic form determined by us previously has a plate-like crystal habit (Liao & Lee, 2006) . Herein, we present a new polymorphic form of the title compound. This new form has a rod-like habit. The Pd II atom, situated at a centre of inversion, has a square-planer coordination geometry with two trans pyridine ligands and two trans chloride ligands ( Fig. 1 ). Similar to the polymorph determined by us previously (Liao & Lee, 2006) , in this new polymorphic form the two pyridine rings are co-planar. The co-planariity in these two forms is in sharp contrast to that in the other polymorph in which the the two pyridine planes make an angle of 160.0 (5)° (Viossat et al., 1993) .
The crystal packing is distinctly different in the three polymorphs. A view of the packing arrangement for the new polymorphic form is shown in Fig. 2 . Intermolecular π-π stacking exists between the pyridyl rings, with centroid-centroid separation 3.916 Å.
The title compound is commercially available. Crystals were grown by slow diffusion of diethyl ether into a dimethylformamide solution containing the compound. The polymorphic form has a rod-like crystal habit.
Refinement
All H atoms could be identified in the difference Fourier map, but were positioned geometrically and refined as riding atoms, with C-H = 0.95 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). 
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